
 
 

November 15, 2017 
 
 
Ms. Eileen Fleck 
Chief, Acute Care Policy and Planning 
Maryland Health Care Commission 
4160 Patterson Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21215 
 
 
RE:  In support of proposed amendments to COMAR 10.24.11, State Health Plan for Facilities 

and Services: General Surgical Services 
 
 
Dear Ms. Fleck: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the American Society of Plastic Surgeons (ASPS) regarding proposed 
amendments to COMAR 10.24.11. ASPS is the largest association of plastic surgeons in the world, 
representing more than 7,000 members and 94 percent of all board-certified plastic surgeons in 
the United States. Our mission is to advance quality care for plastic surgery patients and promote 
public policy that protects patient safety. 
 
Amending certificate of need (CON) regulations would represent a positive development for the 
healthcare landscape in Maryland. This change will: (1) improve the viability of small and solo 
healthcare practices; (2) increase access to care; and (3) decrease the cost of healthcare delivery. 
Since many physicians and clinics simply do not have the time and resources to obtain a CON, 
trimming these regulations will make Maryland a more attractive destination for new surgeons. In 
the face of growing national physician and specialty physician shortages, this is a step in the right 
direction. 
 
It is also important to note that facilities that require a CON – like hospitals, outpatient and 
ambulatory surgery centers – are highly regulated. For instance: Maryland physicians, their 
practices, and the facilities they own, operate, and practice in are regulated by the federal 
government and the Maryland Health Care Commission. Therefore, the additional layer of CON 
compliance is unnecessary. By exempting certain CON requirements, practices could realize 
significant savings, and more patients will have access to care outside of highly priced hospital-
owned outpatient clinics.   
 
Rolling back onerous CON requirements is a necessary step toward achieving the state’s goals of 
containing the cost of – and access to – quality healthcare. Consequently, ASPS supports the 



 
 

exemption created by the proposed amendments to COMAR 10.24.11 and encourages you to 
support these prudent changes. Thank you for your consideration of our position on this important 
issue. Please do not hesitate to contact Patrick Hermes, Director of Advocacy and Government 
Relations, at phermes@plasticsurgery.org or (847) 228-3331 with any questions or concerns. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Jeffrey E. Janis, MD, FACS 
President, American Society of Plastic Surgeons 
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